. /930° s—~the years of the New Deal
feelings were especially strong. Some’ Af
in those years thought that the New Deal was' a
radical threato the American way of Tife! Others
belleved that the’ ‘New Deal programs were mod-
erate reforms necessary {o help the nation re-‘
cover from the depression.

- Like other Americans; historians, too, have

held strong opinions about the New Deal. In 1945
hlstonan Henry. Steete Comma wew'dsthe

g d ‘yp’in a
selechon,

* policies haVe been
[World War HJ, it is' pos51ble to evaluate those
policies in some historical perspective. Those
policies have been' decisively voted for four
times by 1arge popular maJontles They hdve
" been turned into reahty §0 fully that contro-
versy about them is almost irrelevant., It
should be possible to fix, with some degree-of
PREUracy, the place occupied by Roosevelt in
~erican history.
Ne can see now that the’ “Roosevelt TEevo-

fon” was no revolution..Rather: it was the .

.ugh point of 50 years of historical develop-
* ment. Roosevelt. himself, though .clearly a

leader, was an instrument of‘the people’s will

. rather than a creator. of, or a chctator to, that

~ will. Indeed, the issue of the expansion of gov-

i ernment control for democratic purposes began .

.

in the 1890's. A longer perspective will see the
50 years.from the 1890's to the present'as a
historical unit. The roots of the New Deal go
" “deep down into our past. It is not understand-
.able except in terms of that past.

What was really only-a new deal of the old

cards looked, to startled and troubled Ameri-
cans at the time, like a revolution for two rea-
‘sons. It was.carried through with breathless
- rapidity. And, in spirit at least, it contrasted
* sharply with what came 1mmed1ate1y before it.
But if the comparison had been made, not with
the Coolidge-Hoover era, but with the Wilson,
‘the Theodore Roosevelt, even the Bryan era,
the contrasts would have been less striking
than the similarities. -
Actually, the precedents for the major part
of the New Deal legislation were to be found
~in these earlier periods. Regulatmn of rail-

}ds and of business dated bdck to the Inter-
~‘te Commerce Act of 1887 and the'S rman
-.«6t of 1890, The farm relief program

Populists.and-of Wilson anticipated.much: thatt,.}.ﬁ:

the Roosevelt administration passed into {aw,
The beginnings of conservation can bé traced
to the Carev Act of 1894 and the Reclamation

Power regulatlon 7began with the Water

Bryan and Wllson waged agamst the money
power” and Wall Street was more bitter than
anything thatcame durlng the New Deal. La-
bor legislation had its beginnings in such
states as Massachusetts anhd New York over 50
years ago. Much of the program of social se-
curity was worked out in Wisconsin and other
states early in the 1900 s.

There is nothmg remarkable about this:
Nor does it legsen in any way the mgmﬁcance
of President Roosevelt 8 achlevementsga, 1CQ
tributions. It is to the credlt of Roosevelt: that
he worked within the framework of Amerlcan
history and tradition.

What, then, are the major . achlevements
the-lasting contrlbutlons, of the ﬁrst three Roo-
sevelt administrations? First, perhaps corhes
the restoration of self—conﬁdence, the reasser-
tion of faith in_ democracy Those who lived
through the electric. spring of 1933 will re-
member the change. from depressmn and dis-
couragement to excitement and hope.. Those
dable to compare the last decade with previous
decades will agree that interest in public af-
fairs has rarely been as widespread, as alert
or_as responsive.

- All this ' may seem indefinite. If we look to
more definite thmgs, what does the -record
show? Of primary 1mportance has beem the

physical rebuilding of the country. It'became x

clear, during the-1920's and 1930’s, that the -
natural resources of the country—its svil, for-

ests, water power—werée being' destroyed ata

dangerous rate. The development of the Dust
Bowl, and the migration of farmers to the:

.Promised Land of :California, the trdgic floods "
on the Mississippi and the ‘Ohio, dratmatized

to the Amerlcan people ‘the. urgency of this
problem. - :

Roosevelt tackled it'with energy and bold-
ness. The Clvﬂxan Conservatlon Crops enhsted N

R
)

'altnost 3 million young men, They planted 17

ot tan tro s e i

million acreg in riew forests, built over 6 mil-
lion small dams to stop soil erosion, and fought
forest fires arid plant -and animal‘diseases. To ..

check erosion, the'government organized a co- . L o
operatlve program which 6btained the help of ... - .. ...
over one fourth of the farmérs: of the courtry.. .

More important than all this was the TVA, a
g1gant1c 1aboratory for regional rebuilding. ’

achievement in human rehabilitation. Roose- ..,

i velt:came into office at a time when unem-
* ployment had reached perhaps 14 million, and
° wWhen private solutions had failed. It was per-

j haps inevitable that he should sponsor a broad e

program of government aid. More important -
than relief was the acceptance of the principle

LI R Gy 1LY
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that*the government was responsible for the o

welfare and security of its people.



‘That this pmnmple, was bltterly opposed i
now geems hard-te. tablishm .
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utive. There is little doubt that Roosevelt ac-
cepted this situation Neerfully" i :
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